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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Jim Gish

Sent: Wednesday, October 07, 2020 12:00 PM

To: Kathleen Ramsay

Subject: Temporary Access Road

Hi Kathleen,  
 
With the 10-week closure now behind us and Fall construction well underway, I thought it would be a good 
time to share with you and the Selectboard an update on the temporary access road that runs alongside 
Otter Creek between Water Street and the lower Battell parking lot. 
 
The access road was constructed in 2018 to provide a temporary roadway into and out of the Battell 
parking lot during those phases of construction that required closing the Merchants Row entrance to the 
Battell lot.  Once we reopened the Battell driveway on September 18, the access road was closed to all but 
construction traffic. 
 
During the past two years, some in the community have seen an opportunity to keep the access road in 
place as a riverwalk for the town.  As I've explained to everyone who's approached me with that vision in 
mind, the legal and environmental concerns involved will not allow that to happen. 
 
Access to the footpath would be across private property (the Battell driveway) and the pathway itself 
would sit on railroad right of way.  Based on what I've observed the past four years, negotiating any sort 
of public access this close to an active rail line (not to mention any crossing of the track) would be a real 
challenge. 
 
But this assumes that the access road will remain in place, and that's not the case. 
 
In the coming weeks, in accordance with environmental permits issued to the state for the project, the 
stream bank of the Otter Creek will be reconstructed and restored to its original elevation.  The stones 
lining Otter Creek will be replaced with rip rap and grubbing material, steel sheets will be installed to 
anchor the embankment (which will measure just 18 inches wide at its crest), and grasses planted to 
stabilize the embankment.  A swale will be built on the rail side of the embankment to help manage 
drainage. 
 
The purpose of this reconstruction of the stream bank is to provide flood protection for the rail line, the 
rail tunnel, town utility lines that both cross and run parallel to the rail line, and the Battell parking lot. 
 
It's great to see that this project has inspired the community to envision the future of its public spaces 
and its access to Otter Creek.  There may be other options for creating an alternative riverwalk and I can 
share those as they take shape during this phase of construction. 
 
Best, 
Jim   
 
Jim Gish 
Community Liaison, Downtown Bridges Replacement Project 
 
Town of Middlebury 
77 Main Street, Middlebury VT 05753 
(802) 388-8100 x200 
www.middleburybridges.org 


